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RAILROAD DAYS

Suwannee County HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Historical Museum 1 Vendor Space Available
LIVE oAk, ﬂ- presents T Entertainers Welcome

1 Call 386.362.1776
THE SECOND ANNUAL
The Suwannee County Museum Association is proud to present
second annual Railroad Day|s |
RAl LROA D event, this celebration will focus on the rich history of the Railroa

and the impact that it played in the development and growth of

DAYS Suwannee County.

. . This yeard6s event has sevelral
Herltage Festival festival will be a week long series of events leading up to the Sa
day MairEvent(See pageljring the week, the museum wil

offer special program nights and opportunities for citizens 1o be-
. come more aware of t hloraRaill r«

schedule of nightly programs, see page 7 of this issue of the Fre

Line.)
SuwanneeCounty I n addition to these progrjam
. . feature several new venues for participation. The Suwannee Riv
Historical Museum Railroaders will be gathering/Ednesday Morning Breaktast
HW'Y 129 * LLive Oak 7:00 at Dixie Grill. They will also be hé4oing Nighton

Thursday evenifsgpe pagea)d Railroad collectors Swap,
Shop, & Showuring the morning hours of the Railroad Festivals

VENDORS ¢ ENTERTA'NMENT main event on Saturday. This is an opportunity for local rai rpad

collectors and enthusiasts to come together to share collegtions,

SPEC|A|_ EVENTS ' BBQ COOK.OFF stories and reflectiqtt®r more details, see page 5).

RA".ROAD COLLECTORS SHOP NI SWAP The Suwannee County I\_/Igseum_As_sociation will b_e conducting
BarB-Que cooloff competition. This is sure to be a time of
HOBO NlGHT friendly competition and fifar more details, see page 3)
In the area of entertainment, the museum is proud to announce f
WWW.Suwanneemuseum.org there will be a dance demonstration and live entertainment on st
WWW.suwanneemuseum.wordpress.com T h e d ance d emons t r a t | on , cla I I
Sponsored by the Suwannee County of the occasion, will be led by Jan Pearce and will take place on
Museum Association covered loading platform frad gm, with group participation
Funded in part by The Suwannee County Tourist encouraged. Other entertainment will take place on a stagjing ar

Development Council
on event grounds.
VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 386.362.1776 Free parking will be provided, with entry on Haines Street betwe
the Union Passenger Depot and the Historic City Hall building or
block south of Duval Street
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE ALL AMERICAN HOBO ?

A hobaowas anigratory worker homelessgabonafterpennilesIhe term
originated in tiveesteifn probablyorthwestefinUnited States during the |

forced to, arlibmswho didn't work at all, hobos were workers who wa

the American frontier followed railroads westward aboard freight train
19th Century.

In 1906, Prof. Layal Shafee, after an exhaustive study, put the number of tramps in Amgrica a
(about .6% of the U.S. population). The article citing this figure, "What Tramps Cost Nati
published byhe New York Telegrap/i911 and estimated the number had surged to 700,(
The population of hobos increased dueatlyth&reat Depressiera of the 1930s. With no wo
and no prospects at home, many decided to travel for free via freight trains and try their

Life as a hobo was a dangerous one. In addition to the problems of being itinerant, poor
and support, and the hostile attitude of many train crews, the railroads employed their o
often nicknaméd//s who had a reputation for being rough with tresfsass@ting on a freight

train was a dangerous enterprise. The BridsiH pDetviesauthor offhe Autobiography of a Sy,

-Tramplost a leg falling under the wheels whilst trying to jump a train. One could easily
between cars, or freeze to death in bad weather.

In the period leading up to World War II, many hobos went iatceti@8and then into the amjf after year.

serving in World War Il. Afterwards, some would take advantage of the Gl Bill and enter
professions which caused a steep decline in the numbers of hobos. What used to be up
freight train in the early 1950's would only turn into around 10 hobos on a fully loaded frd

the handwriting was on the wall, they were a group that would be almost extinct in the y¢&Hsh®sdmstehesatn my mem'ry near the

a few still lead this life, but the numbers remaining are limited.

decade of the 19th century. Undikeoswho worked only when they were

It is unclear exactly when hobos were alietisesinerican railroading sqei@y'd stop at certain houses, ‘'tis said they
With the end of themerican Civil War the mid 19th Century, many soldi
looking to return home took to hopping freight trains. Others looking f

The Hobo
ASt.
I will long remember when the hoboes camé
oun
K ﬁt{)eaalked along the railroad tracks and
slept upon the ground.

Péked the gate,
bitelf you were lucky, they would

NLINOER it 1oy ato

s in the late

If Dad was home, they'd sit awhil&ow,
many tales I've heard

about h§6616r8dourneys believing every

O‘ﬂN,aWﬁJally a tale of woe; no family to care
@Ghey wore ragged clothing and never cut
Fkheir hair.
L\J(%Is( ?Ag)? X\g&er{lghy stories why they'd taken
to the trail.
far, fregkbB@m@atch for lawmen, for va-
\GTROETIRIErotetn jail.
Altho' they lived along the road, they didn't
look too unclean.

0 | recall once Mom shampooed us kids

i RPPEHe.)
There was one drifter who'd stop by our gat

couldn't he p but wonder 'bout him, whe
CRLGRR 1 RRELppear.
tesHIOrNIddg time since a hobo wandered
idghhvirtmiria®o

=]

whistle of the train.

- Lillian Arnold Lopez "Pineylore"

HOBO NIGHT

CALLING ALL HOBOS!!I&et out your ho

freight yard for a good meal and good fun.

ACL Freight Station

Atlantic Coastline Freight Station.

CD, OTreasures of the

Museum.

Make your plans now to join the fun for this cas

fmbothes, and come down to the

Suwanneeb6, whi

ual gathering of railroad hobos.

@D

As a part of the Second Annual Railroad Days festivities, the Suwannee River Railro
sponsor Hobo Night on Thursday, September 17 beginning at 6:00 pm.

This event will feature hobo stew, a best dressed hobo contest and family friendly ga
trivia and skill. All of this fun will take place on the covered loading dock of the histori

Entertainment will be provided by Dick Grillo which will feature songs as recorded on

cl
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