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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

In an effort to better involve its visitors, the Suwannee Cou
torical Museum has implemented a guided tour of its facilit
through a [SoresoftkerBunaméel e d ,

This tour gives an opportunity for visitors to hear many of t
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Students were asked to develop a story based on just what they

in that photo. This program has proven quite successful, al
implemented by the Humanities Council and History Day U
campaign.

It is through programs such as these that the museum hop

foundation upon which it will build a structure through which
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The museum is working to develop a corps of educators th
assist in this area. If you are interested in serving on this p
committee, please contact the museum today.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Wel come

New Member sé

WHATG6S NEW AT

The Question of the day...

The families listed below have joined forces with the museum association to preséhae@agetiat a popular question around the Suwannee
and interpret the history of Suwannee County.

The names listed below are in no particular order, and each hold equal gratitude

continuous support.

Jerry & Gloria Scott: Live Oak, Fl.
Mike & Marlene Mitchell: Live Oak, FI.
Tommie Grimstad: Key West, FI

Mary H. Anderson: Live Oak, FI.
Randall Gill: Live Oak, Fl.

Eva Polite: Live Oak, FI

Bill Owens: Live Oak, Fl.

Dale Baker: Live Oak, FI.

David & Joni Osebold: Live Oak, Fl.
Cathy S. Day: Live Oak, Fl.

Phil Giglio/Nadine Voelz: Live Oak, Fl.

Roy Cundulff: Live Oak, FI.

Billy Maxwell: Live Oak, Fl.

Pam & Randy Wilkes: Live Oak, Fl.
M. H. Griswold: Dowling Park, FI.
Hal & Janet Airth: Live Oak, FI.

Randy & Loanna Torrance: Live Oak, FRobert & Paz Kent: Live Oak, Fl.

Polly Haines: Altoona, Fl.

David & Cynthia Penney: Live Oak, FI.
Jeffrey Ann Baisden: Live Oak, Fl.

B. W. Helvenston: Live Oak, FI.

John Hale: Live Oak, Fl.

Eric & Sarah Musgrove: Live Oak, Fl.
Bill & Janet Stape: Wellborn, Fl.
Richard Herring: Live Oak, Fl.

Sam Carter: Live Oak, FI.

Jimmy Poole Williams: Gainesville, Fl.

Bill & Phyllis Leithead: Live Oak, Fl.

Susie & Gilbert Baxter: Gainesville, Fl.

Fred & Flora Andrews: Live Oak, FI.
Zoe Townsend: Live Oak, Fl.

Irene Schmutz: Dowling Park, Fl.
The Newby Family: Altoona, Fl.

Mark & Tami Stevenson: Live Oak, Fl.

William Prange: Wellborn, Fl.
A. O0Buddyé
Jerry & Lois Seifert: Live Oak, FI.

Jimmy & Paula McCullers: Live Oak, FL.Rob & Linda Matthews: Obrien, Fl.

Bruce & Dotty Cook: Live Oak, Fl.
Jennifer & Lee Tillman: Live Oak, Fl.
June Kuhful, Wellborn, FI.

Marlon Ivey: Live Oak, Fl.

Tommy Randolph: Lake City, FI.
A.P. & Linda Nott: Live Oak, FI.

H. Randolph Law: Live Oak, Fl.
Lucille Randolph: Live Oak, FI.

& Mar i aWreSBeI I

County Histor i c ®byowhaseany-m
ihipgiwew at the muséum? One woul d fir
there is nothing new at a

fi a collection of items representing days ookl by
things, not new things. But after a second glance at the
SCHM, you will soon notice that there is plenty new at th
museum.

Change seems to be an underlying theme at the Suwan!
County Museum these days. With a new director in plact
new partnerships being established, new events on the |
zon, even a renewed focus on members and volunteer s
vices, museum leadershigxamgning what they do and
how they do it, making a greater effort to listen, to learn
from and respond to the people and institutions they sen
and represent. The feeling here is the beginning of a ne\
of more responsive, more effective, more essential muse
services and programs.

With this renewed focus also comes a new format for the
Freight Line newsletter. This publication has been well

received within the Suwannee County community, and

keeping its established traits of providing news and featt
of historical interest, it also features a more easier to rea
and news fashioned format. The Suwannee Freight Line
continue to provide information about upcoming and pas
events. It will also spotlight historical anecdotes and fea-

Live Oak, Fl

As you read through this edition of the Suwannee Freigt
Line, you will sense the renewed focus of the Suwannee
County Historical Museum. In addition to those already

Winston & Patty Williams: Live Oak, Fl. - mentioned, we will be placing an emphasis on artifact di:

Bill & Marcia Dixon: Interlachen, Fl.
Ann Thompson: Dowling Park, Fl.
Gary Martin: Dowling Park, Fl.
Mark & Sissie Stewart: Live Oak, FI.

Bob & Tib Henderson: Dowling Park, Fl.

Sondra Webb: Live Oak, Fl.

Ron 6Tunad

Wyman & Marian Harvard: Live Oak, FL.
Richard & Sunshine Wright: Live Oak, FR0se Rhodes/John Wise: Dowling Park, ffe5 on the railroad history as displayed in the Freight

Paul & Gayle Langford: Live Oak, Fl.

Robin Patterson: Live Oak, FI.

Jeffry S. & Marcia Boatright: Live Oak, Fllie & Coy Howell: Live Oak, Fl.

Jesse Caruthers: Live Oak, FI.
John Cowan: Live Oak, FI.

play techniques, the creation ocbsiamys, or text panels,
an effort to expand our display area and the creation of
storage. There will also be an effort to provide volunteer
opportunities for those that desire to help in many ways.
Other areas that will be enhanced include the education
program and offerings that the museum provides for the
students of Suwannee County, Outreach events through
Suwannee County community, an effort to present the h

Fi sc he r torypfiSywanngg ountytihrough displays outside of the

museum facilities, and potentially giving an even greater

Room of the museum.

One thing that will always remain is the driving force to
preserve, protect and interpret the rich and diverse histo
of Suwannee County. It is through the efforts of voluntee
board members and staff, that this continues to be the p
mary purpose and the motivation for the existence of the
Suwannee County Historical Museum.
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DIRECTOR NOTES VOLUNTEER STAFF

The Value of Membership Committed Individuals with a Vision

Each time | see someone come into the museum that has been there before, | geh@Suwannee County Historical Museum is
cited. D o fnriew facgseate exuitng twa, jashiga different way. Whempleased to announce the creation of a new ley
see someone coming to the museum for the second or third time, it tells me a Igd¢ involvement for volunteers of the museum.
know that they were pleased with what they saw the first time. | also know, chances are,

they realized that there is so much here, there is no way that they can see it all WigtRist duty areas carry more responsibilities
one visit. Maybe they are coming back alone, so they can focus on a certain exiiili) @thers. This is not to say that some are
maybe they are coming back to see something new as we change exhibits. Oftendinhey¥mportant than others, but instead that
are showing off the treasures of Suwannee Cotoftjoterofitends or relatives. primary areas of concern warrant more focus

Whatever the reason, it is good to see them return. of attention than others. Within these duties

. : omes expectations and a higher level of cormr
| often wonder when | see these familiar faces if they have purchased an annue‘im%-m P 9

bership. We have a great potential with our existing membership program. Museum

memberships help us to keep our history alive! Our members represent all age¥lasdealbositions, in many museums, are know
walks of life. Many were born in Suwannee County, while others came fromothgrs o Vol unt eer Staff |
places to enjoy life in the Suwannee River region. Some have moved away but g8 M¥iMuseum is no different. As museum
to keep in touch by receiving the newaletiaxe one thing in common; they feel a director, Randy Torrance has created such
connection to Suwannee County and an interest in supporting the preservation ngﬂfon,s to assist in the operations of the

links with our past. museum, its programs and activities. While

Since the name of our organizatiorSisthanee County Historical Museum, many Randy remains ultimately responsible for thes
people assume we are solely funded by the county. Suwannee County is our pritHEEs, he hopes to enlist individuals to partne
focus, not our primary resource. The county appreeiatesragds our efforts but ~ With him in these areas.

does not provide our total financial supjecatso depend on memberships, fund-

raisers, donations, and corporate gartoees the cost of our operations. We grate-The positions created include;

fully receive partial fund!ng from Suwannee COL_mty, the City of Live Oak, and th irector of Volunteer Services

Suwannee County Tourist Development Council. Your personal support strengtiens

and supports the museum's mission to educate through the identification, prese (E{_g(f(es Manager
and interpretation of Suwannee County's past. Froject Managers

Director of Member Services
Many of our programs and events have becordedndinaiis to say that while ~ Collection Archivist
these events are sponsored and administered by the board of trustees, the actué@lddgction Registrar
work has been designated to the membership of the museum association. The RetkeBoerations Manager
are the wheels of the vehicle by which we run. Director of Educational programming

: . Director of Adult programming
Purchasing a membership is a wonderful way to show your support for the SUWNNEe 1+ Director of Development
County Historical Museum. We are here to collect and preserve the history of OW csictant Director of Event Manaoement
county and to offer educational experiences. If this is something that appeals to youﬁ 9

encourage you to purchase a membership soon ¢é youdll be g
Each position will have a printed list of task
directives and expectations, as well as a level

Randy S Torrance accountability attached to each individual.
Executive Director . . .
Curator If you would like more information, or per-

haps you are interested in one of these posi-
tions, please contact Randy at the museum a
soon as possible.
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FREIGHT ROOM GALLERY

Railroad History brings Enthusiasm to the Museum Excuse our diisbut grow we must!

If you have been to the Suwannee County museum within the past year, you havexigiitgjvir recent workday, one of the main pro-
noticed the major transformation of the main gallery of the museum. Known as thgects was the expansion of our country kitchen
freight room, this area has been in ongoing renovation in an effort to share the hisgggpial; area. Through the relocation of a single
the railroad and its impact on Suwannee County. wall, this display area has doubled in space. Thi
renovation will allow for the display of additional
While all of the museum displays are equally important, the railroad display has ga#e@#ls and allow more interactive activity for mu-
the most attention and enthusiasm by museum visitors. With that understanding, Béiseiisitors. Thanks to Rob Matthews, who
leadership will be adding more attention to this area of local history. serves as both the director of volunteer services
and facilities manager for the museum, for leadir
In addition to the model trains currently on display, iheoprded mailbag, various  this effort.
photos and documents, the museum will begin to call attention to the mapping of the
railroad, and its communities. This will be done through the use of a large woodeng@gtdition to this renovation, plans are underwa
ference table that makes its home in the center of-tberfreight for a ghaduled.y Tohoev emus e
continues to focus on the display of its total col-
There is also a driving force of local railroad enthusiasts to have a model railroad |a¥@gh in a way that is pleasing and representati
within the museum. While this has been discussed in the past, it never became a tg@ieystory that the history of Suwannee County

This is still in the discussion phase and a group of railrdauffeiktoown as the tells. This massive project will be a long term
Suwannee River Railroaders will be meeting to consider this possibility and other gaRixvor, one that is hoped to be completed by
tial projects that will add to the items currently on display. September, in time for our annual railroad festiv:

If you have a love for the railroad or would like to learn more about this group, pleggshGalll be coordinating the overall enlistment

the museum at your next convenience. Better yet, why not just stop by and see fogy@uisetition of volunteers to help with these

the changes that have been made. projects, if you are at all interested in helping us
make a difference, please contact the museum
today.

OUTREACH

Reaching out from within

There has been a lot of recent activity in the area of outreach. The local Elderhostel program has jush%iissised tiriridgaBeir

visits, museum volunteers presented a program to its participants at Camp Weed and hosted a guided tourcggetirevoassieasedT he pi
on Suwannee county history and the importance that agriculture played in its early history. This grouprily bieydtiaip isf memar
adults from around the world.

The museum also participated in the Olde Tyme Farm Days at Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park last fall. Tilstonghathdsidieplay,
mation was shared, and contacts were made for future museum events and opportunities.

The museum director was invited to participate in the village forum at the Advent Christian Village in Dowiiet) iREmkmBlioprese
regarding the part that Suwannee County played in the war of the states (The Civil War). He also shared infoingastiem eband upc
programs and activities of the museum.

At the time of this printing, museum leadership are planning involvement in the Wellborn Blueberry Festived/s/odatted foaoeia
event participation. If you are interested, please call the museum today.
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DUE APPRECIATION VOLUNTEER SERVICES

Volunteer Appreciation Month Meet Rob Matthews

The Executive Director of the Suwannee County Historical Museum
pleased to announce that Rob Matthews has been/ipprrornted
- Volunteer ServicBeb will be responsible for overseeing the work of
~ the volunteer force of the museum. As a volunteer, himself, he will w
. directly with the Museum Director and Trustees in planning and leac
the volunteer program.

April is designated as Volunteer Appre-
ciation Month, and we want to take this |
opportunity to talk about volunteering at|
the Suwannee County Historical Mu-
seum.

Everyone knows how important volun- "rop comes to the museum from a background in facilities and personnel managen
teers are to a+fiot-profit organization has already led the way in providing assistance in the improvement of interior lighti
and we are no exception. This project is the construction of display walls. Rob will also be assisting the museum in the area
so big and so complex, with so many cilities management. There are many things that need to be done that be of great k
artifacts and documents and pictures, sothe museum in providing services and programs to its visitors. Rob will also be coo
many events and meetings and learning ing workday efforts.

opportunities, that it can become quite
overwhelming for a-ateff member
museum to accomplish.

As the Director of Volunteer Services, Rob will also assist the museum director in €
and training potential volunteers. A volunteer handbook has been prepared, as wel
Volunteer Service Agreement, both of which clearly indicate the tasks and respons

. of both the volunteer and the museum.
What exactly do we need? As we begin

to focus attention on the inventoryand Ropb introduced himself to the museum
cataloging of our collections, we will The Suwannee County Historical Museum is lucky to have Rob Matthews join its te
need help in making this goal areality. Rob and his wife, Linda |live in OG6Bri
Wedll continue to need help with our

events, and to help with school groups.
We need people to help collect informa-
tion and develop exhibits and displays.
We need help cleaning and maintaining

our historic facilities. We will be adding VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

interactive displays to our facilities, and ) .

will need helpr?n %/he developmentof ~ Volunteers Make A Difference Celebl’atlng
these. People

As you can see, the museum needs volun- In ACt|0n

| ~

Es.o?ns orf t?](—:zse Ot hor?uniti”e]suszuen duer;cit—?hgree hgssoeeﬁ/ a%yof acti\l;?ty(/) a(tathse rr]mcj)séum lately. Much of that activity has to d

102 Wh hp'pk b how | individuals getting involved in the day to day operations of the museum, its prograr

!ng. en _We think a ou_t _(_JW Interest- activities and its events. It is through these individuals that the museum is able to ¢

ing and fulfilling these activities are, we 5 provide these services to the community.

realize that the Museum has something

special to offer. Within the last several weeks, volunteers have stepped forward to assist with lightil
display improvements, landscaping, pressure washing of the sidewalk and decking

To each of our volunteers, we give our assistance, and other areas. While all of this has taken place, there is much more t

thanks. To everyone who is interested indone.

volunteering, we give our phone num- L . .
befi 386.382.17796. P Some individuals that have helped over the past few weeks include; Jerry & Gloria

Mary H. Anderson, Rob Matthews, Dick Rice, Hal & Janet Airth, Randy & Pam Will
Zoe Townsend, and Wyman Harvard. The museum extends their gratitude and apy
tion to each of these individuals.
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DO YOU KNOW ?

SHORTS

Photo Trivia

What do you know
about this photo?

Dondét Forget, The Ygpad\¥hee?

Historical Museum has a website. The
Suwannee Freighte is posted on this
site, so it makes it easier for you to print
articles of interest, or to share museum
news with friends and family around the
country and around the world. The web
site is hosted by Stevenson lllustration of
Live Oak and can be found at
WWW.suwanneemuseum.org.

MUSEUM WEBSITE

County

HISTORICAL
COMMISSION HOW DID YOU DO ?
TO MAP HISTORIC Photo Trivia answers from last issue
SUWANNEE COUNTY

The Suwannee County Historical Com-:
mission has appointed a committee to =~
begin a long process of mapping many
the historic communities of Suwannee
County. This committee, led by Eric

Musgrove, has begun identifying com- |
munities of which no longer exist or =
markings are longer evident. These com-

This photo was taken by museum member, Cynthia Pen
during Railroad Days, last September.

ltisaclosep photo of the front
American LaFrance fire truck of the Live Oak Fire Depar
ment.

We did have one response about thisfpickoireame was
given.

munities will be marked on a large map
at the Suwannee County Museum.

MUSEUM
POSTS NEW HOURS

The Suwannee County Museum is now

This photo is the Stalvey Hotel in Branford. Built b
Robert Ivey in 1912 for his riverboat customers, it
was appropriately known as the Ivey Hotel and lat
the Branford Hotel. It was located on the east side
Suwannee Avenue (Hwy 129)

Thi s taken i |

photo was

open Tuesdayaturday from 9am
3pm. The museum is closed on Mondays
for workday and group tours.

The museum is also closed during the
lunch hour of 121 pm.

Not much is known about these two paintings other than
they are painted on the wall of the upstairs meeting roon
the historic Live Oak city hall building on the corner of D
val Street and Ohio Avenue. The paintings are only appr
mately 12 inches in size. They were located in the room
merly occupied by the Suwannee County Historical Mus




